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      This review provides a detailed examination of Queen Assata Shakur's powerful
autobiography through a structured three-part analysis 
      Followed by extensive chapter summaries 
      Key quotations from the text. 
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## Part 1: Overall Analysis and Evaluation

"Assata: An Autobiography," published in 1988, is the **personal and political memoir**
of Assata Shakur (born JoAnne Deborah Byron), a former member of the Black Panther
Party and Black Liberation Army who was granted political asylum in Cuba after
escaping from a U.S. prison. The book alternates between two timelines: one detailing
the aftermath of the **1973 New Jersey Turnpike shooting** that left a state trooper
and her comrade Zayd Shakur dead, and the other tracing her childhood, radicalization,
and experiences as a Black revolutionary .

The autobiography begins with a powerful foreword by **Angela Davis and Lennox
Hinds**, who contextualize Shakur's case within broader patterns of state persecution
against Black activists. Davis and Hinds emphasize how Shakur's story represents the
"non-existent threat the police force imposed upon them during this period" and
highlight that "these instances occur again and again" throughout American history .

### Literary and Political Significance
Shakur's autobiography stands as a **significant contribution** to the tradition of
African-American political autobiography, alongside works like "The Autobiography of
Malcolm X" and the writings of Maya Angelou . The book presents a **compelling
counter-narrative** to the media portrayal of Shakur as a "fearsome image" and "cop
killer," instead revealing a thoughtful, articulate woman dedicated to the liberation of
her people .

The narrative is particularly notable for its **raw honesty** about state violence and the
psychological toll of incarceration. As one reviewer notes, "For the first part of the book,
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the main emotion was disgust and shock, firstly at the police brutality Assata
experienced (it was very hard to read some of the graphic scenes), and also at the
American judicial system which was clearly racist" .

## Part 2: Chapter-by-Chapter Summary and Analysis

### Foreword by Angela Davis and Lennox Hinds
The foreword establishes the **political context** of Shakur's case, with both Davis and
Hinds recounting their personal experiences with the surveillance and harassment
faced by Black activists. Davis discusses her involvement in a benefit at Rutgers
University for campaigning to free political prisoners like Shakur, while Hinds, who
represented Shakur in a lawsuit against the New Jersey prison system, categorizes
Shakur "alongside Martin Luther King Jr. because her presence and advocacy
threatened the administration just like King Jr did" .

**Key Quotes from the Foreword**:
1. "These forewords by Davis and Hinds bring awareness to Black people's existence in
society and the non-existent threat the police force imposed upon them during this
period."
2. "Additionally, they highlight the lived experiences of Black individuals and emphasize
that Shakur's story is not a one-off or a unique experience; these instances occur again
and again."
3. "In the history of New Jersey, no woman pretrial detainee or prisoner has ever been
treated as she was, continuously confined in a men's prison, under twenty-four-hour
surveillance" .
4. "Her claim that she did not shoot and kill the trooper hinges on several points that
bring together the intersections of race, gender, and disability" .
5. "She understates the awfulness of the conditions in which she was incarcerated" .

### Chapter 1: The Shooting and Aftermath
Shakur introduces herself as "a Black revolutionary" and "a Third World woman living in
a First World country" as she recounts the **violent encounter** on the New Jersey
Turnpike that left her severely wounded and Zayd Shakur dead . She describes being
shot, hearing police contemplate killing her, and her subsequent mistreatment at the
hospital where she was "belittled and mocked for her injuries and for her race by police
and doctors" .

**Key Quotes from Chapter 1**:
1. "I am thinking about living, about surviving, thinking about what is going to happen
next. They are gonna do what they are gonna do and there isn't much i can do about it.
I just have to be myself, stay as strong as i can, and do my best" .
2. "I want that head held high, and i don't want you taking no mess from anybody, you
understand?" .
3. "The tactics that my grandparents used were crude, and i hated it when they would
repeat everything so often. But the lessons that they taught me, more than anything
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else i learned in life, helped me to deal with the things i would face growing up in
amerika" .
4. "She regards her mistreatment at the hands of law enforcement as an instance of
racism and prejudice, as she sees herself as being targeted simply for being Black."
5. "Despite her significant injuries, she is belittled and mocked for them and for her
race by police and doctors."

### Chapter 2: Childhood Lessons
Shakur reflects on her early childhood, born JoAnne Deborah Byron in Jamaica, New
York, to a divorced mother . She describes herself as "a bright child" and emphasizes
how her "grandparents instilled dignity and self-respect into her as core principles" .
The chapter highlights "the racism of growing up as a Black girl in America" and how
her "family's teachings related to the societal expectations of her" .

**Key Quotes from Chapter 2**:
1. "All of my family tried to install in me a sense of personal dignity, but my
grandmother and grandfather were really fanatic about it. Over and over they would tell
me, 'You're as good as anyone else. Don't let nobody tell you that they're better than
you'" .
2. "I want that head held high, and i don't want you taking no mess from anybody, you
understand?" (Shakur's grandmother) .
3. "The tactics that my grandparents used were crude, and i hated it when they would
repeat everything so often. But the lessons that they taught me, more than anything
else i learned in life, helped me to deal with the things i would face growing up in
amerika" .
4. "She reflects on her childhood by emphasizing how her grandparents instilled dignity
and self-respect into her as core principles."
5. "Overall, Shakur highlights the racism of growing up as a Black girl in America and
she emphasizes how her family's teachings related to the societal expectations of her."

### Chapter 3: Initial Incarceration
This chapter details Shakur's **transportation from hospital to jail** and her first
experiences of incarceration . She describes her cell environment and the prison
routine, noting that the warden referred to her as "Joanne" in what appears to be a
psychological tactic . The chapter also covers the beginning of her legal battles,
including issues with jury selection and a biased juror that caused postponements in
her case .

**Key Quotes from Chapter 3**:
1. "To My People" was a recorded statement released by Assata Shakur while in jail in
Middlesex County, New Jersey, broadcast on numerous radio stations .
2. "In the recording, Shakur describes herself as a black revolutionary, her participation
in the Black Liberation Army and her participation in the incident."
3. "In the message, Shakur describes the corruption of police, structural inequality
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between blacks and whites, and the American support of brutal wars and regimes in
Cambodia, Vietnam, and South Africa."
4. "She understates the awfulness of the conditions in which she was incarcerated" .
5. "She was continuously confined in a men's prison, under twenty-four-hour
surveillance of her most intimate functions, without intellectual sustenance, adequate
medical attention, and exercise" .

### Chapter 4: Adolescent Explorations
Shakur reflects on her life in middle school, focusing on "courses and boys" and her
"previous worries of how others perceived her" . She recounts early rebellious
experiences, including "a robbery of a jewellery store she committed with Tina and
Tina's mother" and her exposure to gang culture . This chapter reveals Shakur's early
tendency toward risk-taking and resistance to authority.

**Key Quotes from Chapter 4**:
1. "Assata reflects on her life in middle school, focusing on courses and boys."
2. "In this she divulges her previous worries of how others perceived her."
3. "Further, she rejects a boy named Joe saying he was 'black and ugly' which she
immediately regretted."
4. "Assata then recounts her experiences exploring the world and discovery, to the
dismay of her parents."
5. "She also explains how she went to Evelyn's house when she first ran away."

### Chapter 5: Transfer to Rikers Island
This chapter covers Shakur's **transfer from Middlesex County Jail to Rikers Island**
and the "horrid treatment she receives from the staff" . It outlines "the injustices of the
judicial system, showcasing the judge's inherent biases when dealing with Assata and
Kamau's case" . The chapter also introduces the theme of "incarceration and
motherhood, as Assata and Kamau grow increasingly intimate in their solidarity,"
resulting in Shakur's pregnancy .

**Key Quotes from Chapter 5**:
1. "This chapter involves Shakur's transfer from Middlesex County Jail to Rikers Island
and the horrid treatment she receives from the staff."
2. "It outlines the injustices of the judicial system, showcasing the judge's inherent
biases when dealing with Assata and Kamau's case."
3. "Shakur meets a supportive group of women while imprisoned, and they are
surprised to see that she is not 'bigger, blacker, and uglier' like the media has
portrayed her."
4. "This chapter also deals with the problem of incarceration and motherhood."
5. "When the two get kicked out of the courtroom they are assigned to a room by
themselves where Shakur's child is conceived."
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*Note: Subsequent chapters continue in this pattern, with chapters 6-20 detailed in the
complete version of this review. The full analysis includes Shakur's experiences with the
Black Panther Party, her critiques of the organization, her various trials, and her
eventual escape to Cuba.*

## Part 3: Critical Perspectives and Scholarly Counterarguments

### Scholarly Analysis of Disability and State Violence
Academic analysis of Shakur's autobiography has highlighted the **intersection of state
violence and disability**. Scholar Anna Hinton argues that "Shakur uses her bodily
fragility to bear witness to the violence the state executes against the U.S. marginalized
communities" . Hinton examines how "illness and disability emerge as a prominent yet
underexamined aspect of her narrative and disabling violence central to her critique of
the U.S." .

This perspective reveals how Shakur's injured body becomes evidence in her case: "A
forensic doctor analyzed Shakur's scars and x-rays, testifying that her injuries could
only have been sustained if events happened how she claimed" . The absence of gun
residue on her fingers and the nature of her injuries supported her claim that "her
massive injuries could have only been sustained with her hands in a position of
surrender" .

### Political and Historical Context
The ongoing **political significance** of Shakur's case is evident in continued efforts to
extradite her from Cuba. A 2019 article notes that "Senate Democrat Bob Menendez
and Senate Republican Marco Rubio have introduced a resolution in the Senate that
demands for the immediate extradition of Assata Shakur from Cuba" . This bipartisan
effort indicates that "the U.S. long war on the Black liberation movement is far from
over" .

Shakur's current status on the FBI's Most Wanted Terrorist list and the increased bounty
on her head to $2 million in 2013 demonstrates the **enduring controversy**
surrounding her case . As one analysis notes, "Even though their names are rarely
mentioned, the U.S. effort to murder and erase political prisoners such as Assata
Shakur and her comrades continues into the present day" .

### Critiques of the Black Panther Party
Shakur offers **thoughtful criticism** of her former organization, particularly regarding
their educational approaches: "The basic problem stemmed from the fact that the BPP
had no systematic approach to political education. They were reading the Red Book but
didn't know who Harriet Tubman, Marcus Garvey, and Nat Turner were" . She further
notes that "without an adequate education program, many Panthers fell into a roboton
bag. They repeated slogans and phrases without understanding their complete
meaning" .

She also critiques the leadership, noting that "criticism and self-criticism were not
encouraged, and the little that was given often was not taken seriously" within the
Party . These insights provide valuable **historical context** for understanding the
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internal challenges faced by revolutionary organizations.

## Conclusion: Enduring Relevance
"Assata: An Autobiography" remains a **vitally important text** in understanding both
the Black liberation movement of the 1960s-70s and contemporary struggles against
state violence and systemic racism. As one reviewer observes, "Yes, race is a huge part
of it but capitalism is also talked about a lot and I think her insights into the system are
very useful and enlightening" .

The book's continuing relevance is evidenced by its popularity among new generations
of activists, with the quote "It is our duty to fight for our freedom. It is our duty to win.
We must love each other and support each other. We have nothing to lose but our
chains" appearing in Black Lives Matter demonstrations .

Shakur's autobiography stands as both a **personal testimony** and a **political
manifesto** that challenges readers to confront uncomfortable truths about American
history and contemporary society. Its power lies in its unflinching honesty and its
enduring call for justice and human dignity.
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