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Book review by Anang Tawiah: Joel Augustus Rogers’ by
100 Amazing Facts About the Negro: With Complete Proof

Joel Augustus Rogers’ 100 Amazing Facts About the Negro: With Complete Proof, first

published in 1934 and revised into the 1960s, is a captivating collection drawn from his

syndicated newspaper feature "Your History."
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Part 1 - Book Review: Three-Section Format

1. Overview & Significance

Joel Augustus Rogers’ 100 Amazing Facts About the Negro: With Complete Proof, first
published in 1934 and revised into the 1960s, is a captivating collection drawn from his
syndicated newspaper feature "Your History." The book presents slices of African and
African-American history in short, factual vignettes styled like “Believe It or Not”"—a
trailblazing effort to reshape self-perception and challenge racist narratives (Wesleyan
University Press, Wikipedia, The Book Bungalow).

Rogers, a Jamaican-American journalist and historian, leveraged this format to _
illuminate overlooked contributions of people of African descent worldwide, countering
prevailing scientific racism and Eurocentric omissions (Wesleyan University Press,

Wikipedia).

2. Strengths & Weaknesses
Strengths:

Accessibility: The vignette style makes dense historical content approachable,
sparking curiosity and conversation.

Scope: Global in reach—from early saints to modern figures, politics to culture—its
breadth makes readers aware of little-known contributions.

Pioneering nature: At a time when black history was largely suppressed or
misrepresented, this book offered pride and knowledge.

Weaknesses:

Historical accuracy issues: Rogers sometimes made bold, unverified
claims—asserting, for example, that Aesop or Cleopatra were black—as later scholars
have disputed (Wikipedia).

Lack of citations or scholarly apparatus: The format emphasizes surprise over
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rigor; detail or nuance is occasionally sacrificed in service of brevity.

3. Contribution to Historical Understanding

Rogers popularized an Afrocentric lens well before it became widespread. He harvested
“the remainder of history” (“the farelo da histéria” concept)—fragments neglected by
traditional narratives—and wove them into a coherent, empowering tapestry
(Wikipedia, Wikipedia). His book stands as an early beacon for black historiography and
remains a touchstone for the importance of inclusive historical storytelling.
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Part 2 - Chapter-by-Chapter Review with Highlights &
Examples
Rogers’ book isn’t structured in traditional chapters; instead, it comprises 100 short

“facts” or vignettes. For a review framework, here’s how you could break it down
thematically by groups of ten or by subject clusters:

Facts 1-10: Origins & Early Figures

Highlight: Introduction of early African saints (e.g., Saint Maurice, c. 1240) and
explorers like Juan Garrido, among the first Africans in the Americas (Washington
Independent Review of Books).

Example: Maurice’s sainthood serves as a powerful symbol of African presence in
medieval Europe.

Facts 11-20: Leadership & Political Pioneers

Highlight: Vicente Guerrero, nicknamed “El Negro Guerrero,” becomes president of
Mexico in 1829.

Example: The vignettes on Hiram Revels and Blanche Bruce, the first Black U.S.
senators during Reconstruction, illustrate early Black political power (Washington
Independent Review of Books).

Facts 21-30: Military Achievements

Highlight: The heroism of the 93rd Infantry Division—Harlem Hellfighters—in WWI,
hongr?d by France and celebrated back home (Washington Independent Review of
Books).

Facts 31-50: Culture, Innovation & Contributions

Rogers ranges widely—covering achievements in science, culture, and institutions,
though sometimes with disputed claims. Each fact often presents a little-known figure
or invention, fostering discovery.

Facts 51-70: Global Diaspora & Hidden Histories

He spans geography—from Latin America to Europe—showing the breadth of African
influence.

Facts 71-100: Contemporary Individuals & Lasting Legacy
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Modern figures and enduring legacies round out the collection, emphasizing continuity.
Each group can be expanded with 2-3 exemplary vignettes and commentary on what

they reveal—why that particular "fact" matters, how it connects to wider history or
identity, and any caveats or scholarly debates where applicable.
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Part 3 - SEO-Optimized Article Bundle

Here’s a package outline for an SEO-friendly article series or mini-bundle derived from
the review:

Article 1: “Rediscovering 100 Amazing Facts About the Negro: A Pioneering
Spotlight on Black History”

n u

Keywords: “100 Amazing Facts About the Negro,
“African-American history.”

Joel Augustus Rogers,”

Overview of the book’s context, purpose, and significance.

Article 2: “10 Little-Known Figures Highlighted by Joel A. Rogers—and Why
They Matter”

Keywords: “underrecognized African-American historic figures,” “facts about the
Negro.”

Deep dives on select vignettes—e.qg., Vicente Guerrero, Saint Maurice, Harlem
Hellfighters.

Article 3: “The Impact and Controversies of Rogers’ Facts”

n u

Keywords: “Afrocentric historiography,” “criticism of Rogers,” “racist historiography

challenge.”

Analysis of Rogers’ strengths in centering black histories and weaknesses in factual
accuracy, with modern scholarly perspectives.

Each article should embed internal links between them, use header tags (H1, H2s),
meta descriptions (e.qg., “Explore how 100 Amazing Facts About the Negro reclaimed
black history in 1934”), and include alt-texted images if published online (e.g., Rogers’
photograph, examples of the book’s page design).

Page 7



Rendered from Anang Tawiah's Blog

Summary Table

Section Focus Examples

Overview, Accessibilit ioneerin

Book Review (3-part) strengths/weaknesses, : Y. P 9

impact, accuracy caveats

legacy

Chapter-by-chapter review Themat|c grouping of Early salr\ts, political
vignettes leaders, soldiers
Online visibility via 3 article ideas with

SEO Article Bundle

optimized content

Page 8

keywords, structure



	Overview & Significance
	Strengths & Weaknesses
	Contribution to Historical Understanding
	1. Overview & Significance
	2. Strengths & Weaknesses
	3. Contribution to Historical Understanding

