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Part 1 — Three-Part Book Review
1) Overview and significance
V. T. Rajshekar’s Dalit: The Black Untouchables of India is a short polemical book
(approx. 104–124 pages, multiple reprints) that argues the caste system functions as a
de facto apartheid targeting India’s Dalits. First issued by activist outfits and later by
Clarity Press and Gyan Publishing House, the book’s blunt thesis is that social, religious,
and political institutions reproduce ritual exclusion—rendering Dalits “unseeable,”
“untouchable,” and structurally locked out of power. The most recent bibliographic
records list a Clarity Press third edition and a Gyan paperback (2015). (CLARITY PRESS,
Inc., SearchWorks, Amazon, Dista)

2) What works (and what doesn’t)
Strengths
      
Moral urgency and accessibility: Rajshekar writes to mobilize, not to theorize. His
crisply argued pages assemble reportage, slogans, and comparative examples that
make the lived reality of caste oppression vivid for general readers. (CLARITY PRESS,
Inc., Dalit Voice)
      
Globalization of the caste question: The framing invites international audiences to
recognize casteism as a human-rights issue, not only a domestic problem. (CLARITY
PRESS, Inc.)
Limitations
      
Limited documentation: The book is short and rhetorical; it rarely pauses for nuance,
formal data analysis, or engagement with scholarly debate. Bibliographic entries
routinely note its brief length and pamphlet-like form. (SearchWorks)
      
Author-activist controversies: Some Indian journalists and commentators have
criticized Rajshekar and his periodical Dalit Voice for inflammatory rhetoric (including
allegations of antisemitism), which critics argue can undermine otherwise urgent
advocacy. Separating the book’s evidence from the author’s polemical style is essential
for fair appraisal. (Indian Currents, Deccan Herald)

3) Bottom line and contribution
As a galvanizing tract, Dalit succeeds at forcing attention onto everyday humiliations
and structural barriers experienced by Dalits. It helped internationalize discourse
around caste discrimination and inspired readers to look for more empirical works, legal
reports, and ethnographies to deepen understanding. The book’s enduring availability
across presses and catalogs underlines its ongoing appeal as an entry point to Dalit
studies. (CLARITY PRESS, Inc., SearchWorks, Dista)
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Part 2 — Chapter-by-chapter-style review
with highlights and examples
Note: The book is a compact manifesto rather than a conventional academic
monograph; editions differ slightly in pagination and paratext. The “chapters” below
synthesize the book’s major argumentative moves so a reader can grasp the structure
at a glance. (SearchWorks)

Chapter 1 — Naming the system: “Apartheid in India”
Thesis: Caste is not just stratification; it’s a ritualized apartheid that denies Dalits
physical proximity, social recognition, and civic dignity.
Highlight: Comparisons to racial segregation and slavery are used to help non-Indian
readers register the extremity of exclusion.
Example: Everyday prohibitions—on touch, entry, water access—are presented as
living evidence that caste stigma persists despite constitutional guarantees. (CLARITY
PRESS, Inc.)

Chapter 2 — How invisibility is produced
Thesis: Brahmanical ideology, school curricula, and mainstream media normalize Dalit
erasure.
Highlight: The claim that elites police who is “seen” and “heard” in public life anchors
the visibility argument.
Example: The book points to press under-coverage of caste atrocities and sanitized
textbooks as mechanisms that keep the majority audience comfortable and
uninformed. (CLARITY PRESS, Inc.)

Chapter 3 — Institutions that sustain exclusion
Thesis: Religious sanction, party politics, and local bureaucracies co-produce barriers
to land, education, and clean occupations.
Highlight: The rhetorical force comes from linking ritual impurity to material
deprivation—temple gates and office doors both remain shut.
Example: The text catalogs denial of temple entry, housing segregation, and
occupational ghettoization as mutually reinforcing patterns. (CLARITY PRESS, Inc.)

Chapter 4 — Global analogies and solidarities
Thesis: Dalit oppression resonates with other Black liberation struggles; international
solidarity is both ethical and strategic.
Highlight: The book’s title intentionally invites Black–Dalit analogies to elicit
cross-movement empathy and pressure.
Example: Appeals to global civil-rights language, UN-style human-rights norms, and
comparative antiracist movements. (CLARITY PRESS, Inc.)

Chapter 5 — What change would look like
Thesis: Legal reform is necessary but insufficient; dignity requires cultural, religious,
and media transformation.
Highlight: The call for political representation and independent Dalit media to counter
elite narratives.
Example: Ending manual-scavenging, enforcing atrocity laws, and elevating Dalit
voices in syllabi and newsrooms are cited as non-negotiables. (CLARITY PRESS, Inc.)
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Scholarly counterarguments and cautions (why they matter)
      
On rhetoric vs. research: Critics note that Rajshekar’s pamphlet style can flatten
regional variation and complex caste dynamics; they call for triangulation with
empirical scholarship and official statistics on atrocities, education, and landholding to
avoid over-generalization. (SearchWorks)
      
On the author’s polemics: Profiles and obituaries acknowledge his role as a
pathbreaking anti-caste journalist while also recording controversies around Dalit Voice.
Readers are urged to separate the structural critique of caste from any incendiary
claims that can alienate potential allies. (Deccan Herald, Indian Currents)
      
On “Black–Dalit” analogies: The comparison is illuminating for some audiences but
can be contested by scholars who emphasize caste’s religious-ritual basis and South
Asian specificities. The analogy should be used as a bridge for solidarity, not as a
perfect equivalence. (For orientation to the book’s comparative frame, see publisher
copy and catalog summaries.) (CLARITY PRESS, Inc., SearchWorks)
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