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South Africa Safari Tourism Market Trends 2025-2035:

Growth, Diversification, and Economic Impact

An in-depth analysis of South Africa's safari tourism market trends from 2025 to 2035,

highlighting projected growth, diversification of offerings, and economic contributions.

Highlights

Projected Market Growth: South Africa's safari tourism market is expected to grow
from USD 10.6 billion in 2025 to USD 26.6 billion by 2035, reflecting a CAGR of 9.6%
during the forecast period.

Diversification of Offerings: The market is evolving to include luxury travel, wellness
tourism, and cultural immersion experiences, catering to a broader range of tourist
preferences.

Economic and Employment Impact: Safari tourism contributes significantly to South
Africa's GDP and employment, with the industry's total contribution expected to grow to
about 10.8% of GDP and create an additional 720,000 jobs by 2034.
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Diversification of Offerings: The market is evolving to include luxury travel, wellness
tourism, and cultural immersion experiences, catering to a broader range of tourist
preferences.

Economic and Employment Impact: Safari tourism contributes significantly to South
Africa's GDP and employment, with the industry's total contribution expected to grow to
about 10.8% of GDP and create an additional 720,000 jobs by 2034.
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Introduction

Over the next decade, South Africa's safari tourism industry is poised for significant
transformation, driven by evolving traveler preferences, technological advancements,
and a growing emphasis on sustainability. This analysis examines the projected trends
from 2025 to 2035, highlighting key developments and their implications for
stakeholders in the tourism sector.
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Market Growth and Economic Impact

The South African safari tourism market is projected to grow from USD 10.6 billion in
2025 to USD 26.6 billion by 2035, reflecting a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of
9.6%. This growth is fueled by increasing global demand for African wildlife
experiences, improved accessibility to prime safari destinations, and the rising
popularity of eco-conscious travel among international visitors. Future Market Insights

The industry's total contribution to GDP is expected to grow to about 10.8% by 2034,
creating an additional 720,000 jobs. This underscores the sector's importance in driving
economic development and employment opportunities within the country.
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Diversification and Innovation

The safari tourism industry is diversifying its offerings to include niche markets such as
luxury travel and wellness tourism, which are set to flourish. Innovative approaches,
including the integration of cultural immersion experiences and the development of
sustainable tourism practices, are enhancing the appeal of South African safaris to a
broader audience.
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Challenges and Considerations

Despite the positive trajectory, the safari tourism industry faces challenges, including
the need for sustainable practices to preserve natural habitats and wildlife. Balancing
increased tourist influx with conservation efforts is critical to ensuring the long-term
viability of safari tourism in South Africa.
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Conclusion

Between 2025 and 2035, South Africa's safari tourism industry is expected to
experience robust growth, driven by diversification, innovation, and a strong economic
impact. Stakeholders must continue to adapt to these trends, emphasizing

sustainability and cultural authenticity to maintain the country's status as a leading
safari destination.
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