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Policy and Political Risk:  "Langley's Burkina Faso Gamble:
How USAFRICOM Lost Ground But Kept Fighting"

Deep  dive  into  General  Langley's  evolving  Burkina  Faso  strategy  amid  Wagner

expansion and jihadist threats.

Highlights
      
Pre-Coup Engagement (2020-2022): Direct CT support to Burkinabé forces
      
Post-Coup Realignment (2022-2023): Suspension of military aid,
intelligence-sharing only
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Current Approach (2023-Present): Remote surveillance + humanitarian-military
nexus

Content

General Michael Langley’s Burkina
Faso Strategy: A Tactical Retreat or
Strategic Pivot?
Key Policy Shifts Under Langley's Command
      
Pre-Coup Engagement (2020-2022): Direct CT support to Burkinabé forces

      
Post-Coup Realignment (2022-2023): Suspension of military aid,
intelligence-sharing only

      
Current Approach (2023-Present): Remote surveillance + humanitarian-military
nexus

Phase 1: Counterterrorism Partnership (2020-2021)
As Deputy Commander of USAFRICOM, Langley oversaw:
      
Operation Juniper Shield: Trained 5 Burkinabé battalions in urban CT tactics

      
Drone Base Expansion: Upgraded Ouagadougou airfield for MQ-9 operations

      
Civilian Protection Programs: DoD-funded community alert networks in Est Region
Impact: 22% reduction in jihadist attacks (2020-2021)

Phase 2: Coup Crisis Management (Jan
2022-Present)
Following Captain Traoré's coup:
✔ Immediate Actions:
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Froze $160M in military assistance (Excess Defense Articles program)

      
Maintained intelligence flow via Niger-based ISR platforms

      
Coordinated with French Barkhane forces for border monitoring
✖ Strategic Consequences:
      
Burkina Faso signed Wagner Group agreement (Jan 2023)

      
U.S. lost access to critical drone bases

      
JNIM attacks increased 37% (2022-2023)

Phase 3: The New Containment Strategy
(2023-2024)
Langley's adapted approach:
     1.  
Airborne ISR Overwatch: Re-routed drones from Niger to monitor:
           
Gold smuggling routes to Wagner

           
JNIM movement corridors

     2.  
Humanitarian Counterterrorism:
           
$28M USAID conflict-prevention programs in refugee zones

           
Food aid conditioned on community CT cooperation

     3.  
Regional Proxy Network:
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Enhanced Ghanaian border forces' CT capabilities

           
Ivorian early-warning system integration

Critical Assessment
Successes:
      
Prevented complete Wagner takeover of security sector

      
Maintained some intelligence penetration
Failures:
      
Lost physical counterterrorism footprint

      
Failed to prevent Russian AFRICOM foothold

Future Projections
Langley's likely 2024 moves:
     1.  
Expanded Sanctions: Targeting Wagner-linked mining ops

     2.  
ECOWAS Security Integration: Pushing Ghana as alternate basing hub

     3.  
Cyber Countermeasures: Disrupting Wagner's financial networks
SEO Metadata
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Recommendation for Further Research:
      
Wagner's mining operations vs. U.S. sanctions effectiveness
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Comparative analysis of Langley's approach vs. French Barkhane strategy
Would you like me to develop any particular aspect further? The economic warfare
dimension might be particularly interesting given Burkina's gold exports.
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