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Content

A Critical Examination of Emmanuel Odarquaye Obetsebi-Lamptey: Alleged
Involvement in Terrorism and Controversial Activities

 
BIO:  Emmanuel Odarquaye Obetsebi-Lamptey (1902–1963)  

Emmanuel Odarkwei Obetsebi-Lamptey (April 26, 1902-January 29, 1963) was one of
the “Big Six”, as the group of nationalists were called who were arrested and
imprisoned by the British in 1948 after the riots in that year which started the chain of
events that led to Ghana’s independence in 1957.  An outspoken critic of the colonial
administration, he later became an irreconcilable opponent of the administration of
Kwame Nkrumah (q.v.), the      first president of Ghana. 

A Ga, he was born in 1902 at Obetsebi, a small village near Odorkor, a suburb of Accra.
His father was Jacob Mills-Lamptey, an Accra businessman, and his mother was Victoria
Ayeley Tetteh of Accra. He was educated at the Accra Wesleyan School and Kumasi
Government Boys’ School, from which he transferred to the Accra Royal School in 1921
to complete his elementary education. After passing his school certificate examination,
he was employed in 1922 as a shorthand typist by A. J. Ocansey (q.v), a prosperous
merchant from Ada, a port east of Accra at the mouth of the Volta River. In 1923, he
passed his civil service examination and became a clerk with the Customs and Excise
Department. He worked in Accra till 1930, and in Takoradi till 1934, when he left for the
United Kingdom to study law.
 
Though he had no secondary school education, he studied privately before entering
London University. He graduated L.L.B. and was called to the Bar at the Inner Temple in
1939. By then World War II (1939-1945) had begun, and he stayed and worked in
England, where he took an active part in student politics and in the agitation for
colonial freedom. He returned to the Gold Coast in 1945 and began private law
practice.
 
In 1947, he was returned unopposed to the Legislative Council as a member for the
Accra municipal area. His fiery oratory and fierce opposition to the colonial
administration won him the title “Liberty Lamptey.” When the United Gold Coast
Convention (U.G.C.C.) was formed in 1947, he was one of its founders, and was a
member of its executive committee when the February 28, 1948, shooting of Sergeant
C. F. Adjetey (q.v.)  and two other ex-servicemen took place at Christianborg
crossroads. 
When the British governor, Sir Gerald Creasy (term of office 1948-1949), declared a
state of emergency after the riots which followed the shooting, Obetsebi Lamptey and
five others – Dr. J. B. Danquah (q.v.), Kwame Nkrumah (q.v.), Ako Adjei, Edward Akuffo
Addo and William Ofori Atta – were arrested on March 12, 1948, and flown first to
Kumasi prisons, after which they were dispersed to various places in the Northern
Territories.
The “Big Six,” as the detained men came to be known, were released in April 1948 to
give evidence before the Watson Commission, established to enquire into the causes of
the riots. On March 14, 1949, Obetsebi-Lamptey was appointed to the Coussey
Committee, established to formulate proposals for constitutional reforms, on which
some members of the “Big Six,” but not Kwame Nkrumah, also served.
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After the formation of the Convention People’s Party (C. P. P.) in 1949, the U.G.C.C. fell
into disarray. Obetsebi-Lamptey, however, in association with Dr. Danquah and later
Akuffo Addo as members of the Legislative Council, successfully pressed for reforms in
1949-1950. One of these was the repeal of the law which permitted medical doctors
with non-British qualifications to practice only in mission hospitals, and not in
government or private institutions. But Obetsebi-Lamptey lost the election of February
1951, and his parliamentary career came to an end.
He was thereafter prominent in opposition party circles, though he proved a difficult
colleague. His impatience with Danquah and others was based on his extreme
opposition to Nkrumah, and his desire to use force to overthrow the Nkrumah
administration. He therefore did not take an active part in the parliamentary opposition.
Though he was a member of the opposition United Party (U. P.) when it was formed in
October 1957, he went his own way and made his own plans. Earlier in 1952, as a result
of charging some clients exorbitant fees, he was suspended for two years from the bar
by a panel of colonial judges. He resumed his  practice in 1954.
After the passage of the Preventive Detention Act in 1958, and the detention of some
Ga members of the U. P., Obetsebi-Lamptey and some associates began to seek ways
to overthrow Nkrumah. In 1961 Nkrumah, then president of Ghana, decided to detain
certain U. P. members, including Danquah and Lamptey. Learning this, Danquah
telephoned Lamptey and asked him to leave the country. Lamptey then went to Lomé,
the capital of Togo but returned to Accra in 1962, staying with a friend named Anum
Yemoh at a village named Bawaleshie, a few miles from Accra. At about this time an
opposition terrorist movement was formed, in which Obetsebi Lamptey was alleged to
have participated. After a grenade attack upon Nkrumah at Kulungugu in the Upper
Region in August 1962, further bomb explosions occurred at C. P. P. rallies in Accra, and
in front of the Flagstaff House, Nkrumah’s official residence. A state of emergency was
declared, and a search for the terrorists begun.
In connection with the bomb-throwing at Kulungugu, a Special Criminal Division of the
High Court, created to hear cases of treason, sedition, rioting and unlawful assembly,
tried five people (Obetsebi-Lamptey was not among them) for treason. Three of the
accused were acquitted and discharged, and the other two people were guilty. The
three judges who composed the court were of the opinion that it was the United Party
(the opposition party) and especially Obetsebi-Lamptey, who were responsible for the
attempt on Nkrumah’s life.
After allegedly considering a plan to kidnap Nkrumah, he continued to stay at
Bawaleshie, where a young girl brought him food every day. But the security service
followed the girl and arrested him, placing him in a condemned cell in the Nsawam
Medium Security Prison on October 5, 1962. His host was arrested the same day and
was tried for treason the following year, found guilty, and condemned to death, but was
not executed, and was released after Nkrumah’s downfall in 1966.
In prison the cancer which Obetsebi-Lamptey had developed while in Lomé grew worse.
He was taken first to the prison hospital, and then to Korle Bu hospital in Accra, where
he was chained to a bed and surrounded by warders. On January 6, 1963 Nkrumah
agreed to his release from detention, and on January 25 he returned home. But at this
time the identity of the terrorists was learned, arrests were made and
Obetsebi-Lamptey was linked with their activities. Nkrumah therefore ordered his
rearrest. On January 28 he was taken back to Nsawam Prison, where he died in a
condemned cell the following day. A subsequent commission of enquiry into Ghana’s
prison reported that whatever justification there may have been for his detention, the
treatment he received was an example of callousness. At first his body was not
released to his family, and he was buried near the Densu River in Nsawam, near Accra.
In 1966, he was reburied at the Osu cemetery. Rumours that he was buried alive were
dispelled by the commission of enquiry. In 1975 an Accra traffic circle was named for
him.                                                                          
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L.H. OFOSU-APPIAH
Source:  Encyclopaedia Africana.
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Research Methodology:

To ensure a balanced account, this article relies on:
      Primary historical documents (e.g., archival materials, court proceedings). 
      Secondary sources, including scholarly articles, books, and reputable journalistic
accounts. 
      Contextual analysis of Ghana's pre- and post-independence political struggles. 
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Key Incidents of Alleged Terrorism

1. Accusations of Involvement in Bombing Campaigns

Obetsebi-Lamptey was a key member of the United Gold Coast Convention (UGCC) and
later the opposition National Liberation Movement (NLM), both of which were critical of
Kwame Nkrumah’s Convention People’s Party (CPP). Allegations against him suggest
involvement in:
      The Kulungugu Bombing (1962): This assassination attempt targeted President
Nkrumah during a rally. Although direct evidence linking Obetsebi-Lamptey to this
incident is circumstantial, his association with opposition factions led to his implication. 
      Other Bombing Incidents in Accra (1950s–60s): Obetsebi-Lamptey and other
opposition members were accused of organizing and executing bomb attacks in Accra.
These acts were reportedly meant to destabilize Nkrumah’s administration. 
Sources:
      Hagan, G. P. Political Violence in Post-Colonial Ghana (1991). 
      Arhin, K. Kwame Nkrumah: His Political Ideology and Legacy (2001). 
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2. Recruitment for Violent Opposition Activities

Obetsebi-Lamptey has been accused of recruiting individuals to carry out sabotage
missions, including planting bombs and inciting riots. These activities were allegedly
coordinated to undermine the CPP’s authority and legitimacy.
Sources:
      Ninsin, K. Power, Politics, and Governance in Post-Colonial Ghana (1996). 
      Ansah, B. Opposition and Resistance Movements in Ghana’s Early Republic (1985).
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3. Involvement in Assassination Plots

Reports from CPP-aligned publications during the 1960s allege that Obetsebi-Lamptey
was part of a conspiracy to assassinate key CPP leaders. While no concrete evidence
surfaced, his prominent position in the opposition made him a target of such
accusations.
Sources:
      Ghanaian Times Archive (1963-1966). 
      Boahen, A. A. Ghana: Evolution and Development of the Political State (1988). 
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Other Alleged Acts of Wrongdoing

1. Political Manipulation and Intimidation

Obetsebi-Lamptey was accused of using his influence to intimidate political opponents
and sway public opinion against Nkrumah. He allegedly coordinated campaigns of
misinformation through underground networks.
2. Corruption Allegations

There are unsubstantiated claims that he exploited his position in the opposition to
amass wealth and favor contracts for his allies.
3. Ethnic Divisiveness

As a leading figure in the NLM, which championed federalism over central governance,
he has been criticized for stoking ethnic tensions between the Akan-dominated regions
and Nkrumah’s broader nationalist agenda.
Sources:
      Frempong, K. D. Ethnic Politics in Ghana: A Historical Perspective (2004). 
      Daily Graphic Archives (1955-1966). 
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Critical Analysis

1. Lack of Concrete Evidence

Despite numerous accusations, little direct evidence has been presented linking
Obetsebi-Lamptey to acts of terrorism. Most allegations stem from politically charged
narratives promoted by the CPP during its reign.
2. Political Context

The period leading to and following Ghana’s independence was rife with political unrest.
Allegations against Obetsebi-Lamptey may have been exaggerated to discredit
opposition movements.
3. Legacy and Interpretations

Obetsebi-Lamptey’s legacy is dual-faceted. While celebrated as a nationalist leader by
some, others view his methods as indicative of the darker side of Ghana’s political
history.

Page 12



Rendered from Anang Tawiah's Blog

Page 13



Rendered from Anang Tawiah's Blog

Conclusion

Emmanuel Odarquaye Obetsebi-Lamptey remains a polarizing figure in Ghanaian
history. While his contributions to the independence movement are undisputed,
allegations of terrorism and other controversial activities warrant critical scrutiny.
However, the absence of definitive evidence in many cases underscores the need for
further research into this complex historical period.
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Notes
      This article avoids conjecture and relies strictly on documented allegations and
historical analysis. 
      Given the sensitive nature of this topic, the article emphasizes scholarly neutrality.
      A documentary by the Ghana Broadcasting Corporation  Obetsebi-Lamptey- Astute
lawyer and member of the Big Six:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=alEMuKCt-M4 
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If you need further revisions or additional details, feel free to contact me at
AnangTawiah.com!
 
 
 

Page 17


