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The Untold Story of Pedro Alonso Nino: The Black

Navigator Behind Columbus's Success
Explore the remarkable yet overlooked story of Pedro Alonso Nifo, the Black navigator

who played a key role in Columbus's expeditions. Discover his contributions to maritime

history.
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Highlights

- Discover the overlooked legacy of Pedro Alonso Nifio, one of the first Black navigators
in the Age of Discovery.

- Uncover Nifo’s pivotal role in Christopher Columbus's expeditions and his lasting
contributions to maritime history.

- Explore the implications of his story on contemporary discussions about race, identity,
and historical recognition.

Content

Research Methodology

This article draws from a combination of historical archives, scholarly journals, and
authoritative books focused on maritime history and the Age of Discovery. The analysis
incorporates both primary sources such as letters and expedition records and
secondary sources like historical biographies and academic research.

### Top 10 Key Statistics and Facts About Pedro Alonso Nifio

1. **Birth Year**: Pedro Alonso Nifio was born around **1468** in Moguer, Spain, to an
African family that had settled in the Iberian Peninsula.

2. **First Voyage with Columbus**: Nifio served as a navigator on **Christopher
Columbus's first voyage in 1492*%, commanding the ship Santa Maria.

3. **Discovery of the New World**: Nino was one of the first Europeans to sight land in
the ,Ibamericas on **Qctober 12, 1492**, contributing to the "discovery" of the New
World.

4. ¥*Subsequent Expeditions**: He played a significant role in **Columbus's second and
third voyages**, providing expertise in navigating uncharted waters.

5. **Solo Expedition**: In **1499** Nifo led his own expedition to the coast of
present-day Venezuela, making substantial profits from the trade of pearls.

6. **Legal Troubles**: Following his independent expedition, Nifio faced accusations of
**not declaring all his earnings** to the Spanish Crown but was ultimately acquitted.

7. **Death**: Historical records suggest that Pedro Alonso Nifio likely died around
**]1505%*,

8. **Legacy**: Despite his contributions, Nifio's achievements have been largely
overshadowed in mainstream historical narratives dominated by Columbus.

9. **Race and ldentity**: Nifio’s African heritage was recognized during his lifetime,

hmarking him as one of the few acknowledged Black figures in early European maritime
istory.
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10. Recognition: Efforts to acknowledge Nifo's legacy only began to gain traction in the
late 20th century, with historians and activists advocating for greater visibility.

Bio of The Great Pedro The "El Negro": The Unsung Navigator of the Age of Discovery
"1468-1502 - PEDRO ALONSO NINO:

Pedro Alonso Nifio was born in 1468 in Moguer (Huelva), and died in 1502 on the island
of Hispaniola. He was a Spanish navigator and explorer who actively participated in the
discovery of America.

Pedro Alonso Nifno or Peralonso Nino was the second son of Alfén Pérez Nifio, and was
known as “El negro” (The Black One) due to his involvement in the African slave trade.

He was married twice, the first time to Juana Muhiz, from whom three children were
born: Juan Nifo, Isabel Quintero and Leonor Ferndndez, and the second time to Leonor
de Boria, with whom he had Francisco Nino.

He actively collaborated, along with his brothers, in the organization and preparations
for Christopher Columbus' first voyage, where he served as chief pilot of the flagship
Santa Maria, where he played a fundamental role in supporting Columbus's desire to
continue with the voyage when, after a few days, the crew rebelled because they had
not yet found land. After the Santa Maria caravel ran aground on December 25, 1492,
La Nifia became the flagship, making the return trip to Castile on the ship La N|na with
Christopher Columbus as admiral and Pedro Alonso Nifio as chief pilot. He repeated the
role of chief pilot of the flagship on Columbus' second voyage in 1493, from which they
returned shortly after, since on March 7, 1494 they were already in Cédiz. For this trip
Pedro Alonso réceived seventeen thousand maravedis.

In October 1494 he set sail again from Seville for the Indies, and in April 1495 he was
back in Seville. In mid-June 1496 he set sail again as chief p|Iot on the ship Santa Maria
de Guia, owned by Garcia Alvarez de Moguer, along with the caravels Lazaro and
Catalina. After a short stay in the Indies, they returned to Cadiz on December 2, 1496, a
journey he made as captain and chief p|Iot of the fleet.

On a later trip to Paria, Pedro Alonso discovered Margarita Island and Punta de Araya in
the Lesser Antilles with their important salt mines, which facilitated navigation and the
carrying out of operations in those lands by being able to have that important food
preservative (Salt) on site.

In 1499 he teamed up with Cristébal Guerra, the biscuit maker of Triana, and together
they planned a private expedition to the recently discovered lands on the Pearl Coast
(Paria). To carry out this enterprise, his brother Cristébal Nifio was named captain of the
expedition, leaving Pedro Alonso Nifio as the main pilot of the caravel with 33 men.

We find him again in the role of the expedition of Nicolas de Ovando in 1502 as a
backup pilot, and not as a main pilot, since Pedro Alonso Nifio was added by express
order of the Crown as extraordinary pilot of the flagship Santa Maria del Antigua, in
addition to the normal pilot Diego Ortiz. The fleet, which was made up of 32 ships, set
sail on February 3, 1502. When they were returning to Castile at the beginning of July
1502, a hurricane off the coast of Hispaniola destroyed the fleet, leaving no trace of it.
It was a great disaster, since the commander Francisco de Bobadilla, Antonio de Torres,
Pedro Alonso Nifio and all the other members of the fleet perished in it.

Juan Fco. Sanjuan Benito
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Contribution to Columbus’s Expeditions

When Christopher Columbus embarked on his historic voyage in 1492, he relied heavily
on experienced navigators. Pedro Alonso Nifo’s expertise ensured the fleet's survival
through storms, unpredictable currents, and unfamiliar coasts. Nifio’s exceptional skills
were evident when he successfully commanded the Santa Maria, Columbus's flagship,
and helped in the discovery of the Bahamas.

#### Independent Expeditions and Economic Ventures

After the initial voyages with Columbus, Nifio's ambitions led him to undertake his own
expedition in 1499, financed independently. Along with a crew, he sailed to the coasts
of South America, trading with indigenous populations for pearls and other resources.
Nifio’s voyage was among the earliest European ventures that directly sought to profit
from the newly discovered lands, showcasing his pioneering spirit in establishing trade
routes. However, his success attracted scrutiny, leading to legal battles with the
Spanish Crown over alleged undeclared profits.

#### The Racial Dynamics of Nifno’s Legacy

Pedro Alonso Nifo’s African heritage is a testament to the diverse backgrounds of the
explorers who shaped early globalization. However, historical records have often
minimized his identity, focusing instead on the grand narrative of European conquest.
The erasure of Nifio’s contributions reflects broader patterns of racial exclusion in the
documentation of history. Recent efforts by scholars to uncover and celebrate Nifo's
role have brought attention to how Black explorers were integral to the Age of
Discovery, yet remain marginalized in historical texts.

### Current Top 10 Factors Impacting Pedro Alonso Nifio’s Recognition

1. **Colonial Narratives**: Historical emphasis on figures like Columbus overshadows
other contributors like Nifio.

2. *Eurocentrism in History**: The persistent focus on European elites has
marginalized the roles of non-white explorers.

3. **Racial Bias**: Historical documentation often omitted or downplayed the
contributions of people of African descent.

4. **Academic Interest**: Renewed interest in Black history and contributions to global
exploration is leading to a re-evaluation of Nifo’s legacy.

5. *Public Awareness**: Efforts to educate the public about lesser-known figures like
Nifio are slowly gaining traction.
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6. **Historiography**: Scholars are uncovering more primary sources that highlight the
diverse backgrounds of early explorers.

7. **Cultural Celebrations**: Some regions in Spain and Latin America are beginning to
recognize Nifo’s contributions through public commemorations.

8. **Educational Curriculum**: Inclusion of diverse figures like Nifio in school textbooks
remains limited.

9. **Media Representation**: Documentaries and books about Black explorers are still
scarce compared to those about Columbus.

10. **Activism**: Scholars and activists continue to advocate for the recognition of
Black historical figures.

### Projections and Recommendations

To fully acknowledge Pedro Alonso Nifo’s contributions, academic institutions and
historians must work towards integrating his story into mainstream educational
curricula. Public commemorations, documentaries, and academic conferences could
serve as platforms to highlight Nifo’s legacy. This not only ensures historical accuracy
but also addresses the racial biases that have led to his erasure.

The Spanish government and historical societies should consider establishing
monuments or dedicating events to Nifo’s achievements, which would inspire future
generations and celebrate the contributions of Black figures in history.

### Conclusions

Pedro Alonso Nifio's legacy serves as a critical reminder of the diversity that existed
among the pioneers of the Age of Discovery. Acknowledging his contributions requires
revisiting the historical narratives that have long favored European elites. By shedding
light on his story, we honor not only Nifio but also the countless other marginalized
figures who helped shape global history.

### Notes

This article provides a synthesized account of historical research and scholarly insights
into the life and contributions of Pedro Alonso Niflo. The analysis is based on reputable
sources, though specific records of Nifio’s life remain sparse, leading to ongoing
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debates among historians.
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