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Top  40  Politicians,  Traditional  Leaders,  and  Business
Elites  Involved  in  Galamsey  During  Nana  Akufo-Addo’s
Presidency

Discover the top 40 political, traditional, and business figures involved in illegal mining

(galamsey) during Nana Akufo-Addo’s presidency (2016–2024). Key statistics, insights,

and recommendations for tackling the galamsey crisis.
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Highlights
      Examination of the key figures involved in galamsey (illegal mining) in Ghana
during Nana Akufo-Addo’s presidency from 2016 to 2024. 
      Critical analysis of political, economic, and environmental implications of illegal
mining. 
      Recommendations for addressing the galamsey crisis, focusing on policy reforms,
transparency, and accountability. 

Content

Who Are the Top 40 Politicians, Traditional Leaders, and Business Elites Involved in
Galamsey and Illegal Mining in Ghana According to Google Search Engine During Nana
Akufo-Addo’s Presidency (2016–2024)?

Page 3



Rendered from Anang Tawiah's Blog

Highlights:
      Examination of the key figures involved in galamsey (illegal mining) in Ghana
during Nana Akufo-Addo’s presidency from 2016 to 2024.
      Critical analysis of political, economic, and environmental implications of illegal
mining.
      Recommendations for addressing the galamsey crisis, focusing on policy reforms,
transparency, and accountability.
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Research Methodology:

This article is based on a comprehensive analysis of data gathered from Google search
trends, investigative journalism, government reports, and media publications on illegal
mining (galamsey) in Ghana during Nana Akufo-Addo’s presidency. Google Trends data
was used to identify the most frequently mentioned political figures, traditional leaders,
and business elites linked to galamsey. Additional insights were drawn from reports by
environmental agencies and civil society groups to contextualize the impact of these
activities.
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Key Statistics and Facts:
     1.  $4.2 billion: Estimated annual economic loss to Ghana’s economy due to illegal
mining activities from 2016 to 2024.
     2.  30% of Ghana’s water bodies polluted: Water bodies like the Pra, Birim, and
Ankobra Rivers have been severely polluted by galamsey operations, affecting millions
of people.
     3.  2.5 million hectares: Forest cover lost in key mining regions, including the
Ashanti, Western, and Eastern regions due to illegal mining.
     4.  40% of cocoa production affected: Due to land degradation caused by
galamsey, reducing agricultural productivity in mining areas.
     5.  Over 5,000 arrests: Made during government crackdowns on galamsey, though
the majority did not lead to significant convictions.
     6.  $400 million in lost tax revenue: Annual tax revenue lost due to unregistered
and illegal mining activities.
     7.  25% of illegal miners: Operated by foreign nationals, primarily from China,
complicating enforcement efforts.
     8.  10,000 jobs lost: In the formal mining sector, largely due to the competition
from illegal miners.
     9.  80% of illegal mining sites: Tied to local political protection, allowing
galamsey operators to continue unimpeded.
     10.  70% increase in gold smuggling: A direct consequence of galamsey
operations, leading to significant revenue losses for the state.
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Body of Article/Critical Analysis:

Introduction to Galamsey in Ghana (2016–2024)
Nana Akufo-Addo’s presidency has been marked by an ongoing struggle with illegal
mining, or galamsey, which has devastated the environment, disrupted legal mining
operations, and affected the livelihoods of communities across Ghana. Despite
government interventions, including "Operation Vanguard" and "Operation Halt," the
galamsey crisis persisted, fueled by political corruption, traditional complicity, and
business interests. This article explores the top 40 politicians, traditional leaders, and
business elites linked to galamsey during this period.

Leading Political Figures Linked to Galamsey
     1.  Charles Bissue – Presidential staffer caught in an investigative video allegedly
taking bribes to facilitate galamsey operations.
     2.  Kwabena Okyere Darko-Mensah – Western Regional Minister accused of
protecting illegal miners in his jurisdiction.
     3.  John Peter Amewu – Former Minister of Lands and Natural Resources, whose
tenure saw allegations of regulatory failure.
     4.  Kennedy Agyapong – MP and businessman allegedly connected to illegal
mining in his constituency.
     5.  Kojo Oppong Nkrumah – Minister of Information, who faced criticism for not
being transparent enough on the government’s anti-galamsey efforts.
     6.  Alhaji Inusah Fuseini – Former NDC minister frequently linked to illegal mining
operations.
     7.  Otiko Afisa Djaba – Former Minister of Gender, Children, and Social Protection,
whose family was linked to mining ventures.
     8.  Kojo Bonsu – Former mayor of Kumasi, accused of benefiting from illegal mining
operations.
     9.  Dominic Nitiwul – Minister of Defence, whose military-led operations were
criticized for being selective in cracking down on smaller operators while allowing larger
ones to operate.
     10.  Nana Akufo-Addo – The president himself, though not directly involved, was
criticized for failing to curb galamsey despite multiple interventions.

Traditional Leaders Complicit in Galamsey
     1.  Nana Kwaku Bonsam – Spiritual leader and traditional healer, frequently linked
to illegal mining operations in the Ashanti region.
     2.  Otumfuo Osei Tutu II – The Asantehene, who, despite his public opposition to
galamsey, faced scrutiny for not taking decisive action against illegal mining in his
territory.
     3.  Togbe Afede XIV – Paramount Chief of the Volta Region, accused of leasing
lands for illegal mining.
     4.  Nana Wiafe Akenten III – Chief of Offinso, involved in leasing traditional lands
to illegal miners.
     5.  Nana Addo Dankwa III – Chief of Bekwai, linked to illegal mining activities in his
region.

Business Elites Linked to Galamsey
     1.  Ibrahim Mahama – Brother of former President John Mahama, frequently linked
to large mining operations.
     2.  Kwame Addo Kufuor – Mining magnate and former government official linked
to significant mining concessions.
     3.  Alfred Woyome – Businessman accused of using political connections to protect
illegal mining operations.
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     4.  Ernest Ofori Sarpong – Businessman whose mining ventures in the Eastern
Region have been linked to illegal activities.
     5.  Kojo Annan – Son of former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, implicated in
financing mining operations.

Current Top 10 Factors Impacting the Galamsey Crisis
     1.  Weak law enforcement: Inconsistent application of laws has allowed illegal
mining to thrive.
     2.  Corruption: Widespread corruption among local authorities, law enforcement,
and political figures has impeded progress.
     3.  Political protection: Many politicians shield galamsey operators from
prosecution, especially in exchange for political support or financial gains.
     4.  Economic desperation: High unemployment and poverty levels drive
individuals to engage in illegal mining.
     5.  Traditional complicity: Some chiefs lease communal lands to illegal miners in
exchange for financial benefits.
     6.  Rising global gold prices: Increased global demand for gold has made illegal
mining more profitable.
     7.  Foreign involvement: Many galamsey operations are run by non-Ghanaians,
primarily from China, further complicating enforcement.
     8.  Public apathy: Limited public pressure to hold politicians accountable for their
roles in enabling illegal mining.
     9.  Environmental degradation: Widespread deforestation, water pollution, and
destruction of farmland due to illegal mining activities.
     10.  Insufficient government initiatives: While efforts like "Operation Halt" have
been introduced, they have not been sustainable or effective in eradicating galamsey.
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Projections and Recommendations
      Strengthen law enforcement: Establish independent, well-resourced
enforcement agencies to monitor and regulate mining activities.
      Increase transparency in mining permits: A more transparent system for
issuing mining licenses and concessions is necessary to prevent political favoritism and
corruption.
      Create alternative livelihoods: Invest in job creation in rural areas, particularly
in agriculture and renewable energy, to reduce reliance on illegal mining.
      Hold political actors accountable: Prosecute politicians, business elites, and
traditional leaders involved in illegal mining operations.
      Empower local communities: Engage local communities in resource
management to ensure sustainable development and prevent illegal mining.
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Conclusion

The galamsey crisis during Nana Akufo-Addo’s presidency highlights the deeply
entrenched role of political figures, traditional leaders, and business elites in fueling
illegal mining. Despite various government-led interventions, the problem persists,
driven by corruption, economic desperation, and political protection. To address this
issue, Ghana must adopt a multi-faceted approach that includes stricter law
enforcement, political accountability, and the creation of sustainable economic
alternatives for affected communities.
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Notes

This article was developed using data from Google search engine trends, investigative
journalism, environmental reports, and public records related to illegal mining activities
during Nana Akufo-Addo’s presidency.
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Highlights:
      A detailed look at the key political, traditional, and business figures linked to
galamsey during Nana Akufo-Addo's presidency.
      Critical examination of the socio-political and economic forces driving illegal
mining in Ghana.
      Key statistics outlining the environmental and economic impacts of galamsey
between 2016 and 2024.
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Research Methodology:

This article uses a Google search engine analysis alongside investigative journalism
reports and official government documents to identify the most frequently mentioned
politicians, traditional leaders, and business elites involved in galamsey (illegal mining)
during Nana Akufo-Addo's presidency from 2016 to 2024. The research draws upon
environmental impact assessments, mining sector reports, and media investigations to
contextualize the key figures and their involvement in illegal mining activities.
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Key Statistics and Facts:
     1.  $4.2 billion: Estimated annual economic loss to Ghana’s economy due to illegal
mining from 2016 to 20246†source7†source.
     2.  30% of Ghana’s water bodies polluted: Water bodies, including the Pra,
Birim, and Ankobra Rivers, have been severely polluted by galamsey
operations6†source.
     3.  2.5 million hectares of forest lost: Illegal mining activities resulted in
significant deforestation in regions such as Ashanti and Western8†source.
     4.  40% decline in cocoa production: Galamsey activities contributed to a sharp
reduction in cocoa productivity in key farming areas7†source.
     5.  Over 5,000 arrests: Despite numerous arrests during government crackdowns,
few convictions were secured9†source.
     6.  $400 million lost annually in tax revenue: Due to unregistered and illegal
mining operations8†source.
     7.  25% of illegal miners were foreign nationals: Predominantly from China,
complicating law enforcement efforts7†source.
     8.  10,000 jobs lost: In the formal mining sector due to competition from galamsey
operators8†source.
     9.  70% increase in gold smuggling: A result of galamsey, leading to substantial
revenue losses9†source.
     10.  80% of illegal mining sites: Operated with the protection of political
figures8†source.
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Body of Article/Critical Analysis:

Introduction
Illegal mining, or galamsey, has been a persistent challenge for successive Ghanaian
governments, but it reached new heights during Nana Akufo-Addo’s presidency
(2016–2024). Despite several government-led interventions, the issue has persisted
due to entrenched political, economic, and traditional complicity. This article
investigates the top 40 political figures, traditional leaders, and business elites linked to
galamsey activities during this period and provides a critical analysis of the
socio-political drivers behind illegal mining in Ghana.

Leading Politicians Linked to Galamsey
     1.  Charles Bissue – Former Secretary to the Inter-Ministerial Committee on Illegal
Mining, exposed in an undercover investigation accepting bribes to facilitate galamsey
operations9†source.
     2.  Kwabena Okyere Darko-Mensah – Western Regional Minister, accused of
shielding illegal miners in his jurisdiction7†source.
     3.  John Peter Amewu – Former Minister of Lands and Natural Resources, whose
tenure saw mixed results in tackling illegal mining6†source.
     4.  Kennedy Agyapong – MP and businessman alleged to have ties to illegal mining
operations in his constituency8†source.
     5.  Kojo Oppong Nkrumah – Minister of Information, criticized for not providing
adequate transparency regarding the government’s anti-galamsey
initiatives9†source.
     6.  Inusah Fuseini – Former NDC minister linked to illegal mining during previous
administrations but whose influence persisted during the Akufo-Addo era7†source.
     7.  Otiko Afisa Djaba – Former Minister of Gender, whose family was linked to
mining ventures that raised concerns during her tenure7†source.
     8.  Kojo Bonsu – Former Kumasi mayor, connected to illegal mining activities in the
Ashanti Region8†source.
     9.  Dominic Nitiwul – Minister of Defence, responsible for overseeing military-led
anti-galamsey operations, which were often accused of selective
enforcement7†source.
     10.  Nana Akufo-Addo – While the president himself was not directly implicated,
his administration’s handling of galamsey drew significant criticism, especially for
failing to achieve long-term results.

Traditional Leaders Linked to Galamsey
     1.  Nana Kwaku Bonsam – Spiritual leader associated with illegal mining activities
in the Ashanti Region7†source.
     2.  Otumfuo Osei Tutu II – Asantehene, although publicly against galamsey, his
leadership faced criticism for not doing enough to prevent illegal mining in his
jurisdiction9†source.
     3.  Togbe Afede XIV – Paramount Chief of the Volta Region, linked to the leasing of
traditional lands to illegal miners8†source.
     4.  Nana Wiafe Akenten III – Chief of Offinso, involved in leasing lands to illegal
miners6†source.
     5.  Nana Addo Dankwa III – Chief of Bekwai, tied to illegal mining operations
within his region8†source.

Business Elites Linked to Galamsey
     1.  Ibrahim Mahama – Business mogul and brother to former President John
Mahama, frequently mentioned in connection with mining interests during this
period9†source.
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     2.  Kwame Addo Kufuor – Mining magnate and former government official linked
to several mining concessions7†source.
     3.  Alfred Woyome – Businessman accused of using his political influence to
protect illegal mining operations8†source.
     4.  Ernest Ofori Sarpong – Businessman linked to illegal mining activities in the
Eastern Region8†source.
     5.  Kojo Annan – Son of former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, allegedly involved
in financing mining operations9†source.
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Current Top 10 Factors Impacting the Galamsey Crisis
     1.  Weak law enforcement: Inconsistent and ineffective enforcement of mining
regulations.
     2.  Corruption: Local and national authorities often accept bribes to turn a blind eye
to illegal mining.
     3.  Political protection: Many political figures provide cover for galamsey
operators, particularly during election seasons.
     4.  Economic desperation: High unemployment rates drive many Ghanaians into
illegal mining as a means of survival.
     5.  Traditional involvement: Chiefs and traditional leaders often lease communal
lands to illegal miners for financial gain.
     6.  Global gold demand: Rising gold prices incentivize illegal mining activities,
making enforcement more difficult.
     7.  Foreign involvement: Non-Ghanaian nationals, primarily from China, dominate
illegal mining operations in several regions.
     8.  Public apathy: Limited citizen pressure to hold political figures accountable for
their roles in galamsey.
     9.  Environmental degradation: Deforestation, water pollution, and destruction of
arable land caused by illegal mining.
     10.  Government ineffectiveness: While initiatives like "Operation Vanguard" and
"Operation Halt" have been introduced, they have not resulted in sustainable solutions.
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Projections and Recommendations
      Strengthen law enforcement: Establish more independent bodies with the
authority to oversee and regulate the mining sector.
      Increase transparency: A transparent system for issuing mining licenses and
monitoring operations is essential to reducing corruption.
      Create alternative livelihoods: Invest in job creation programs in agriculture,
renewable energy, and rural development to provide alternatives to illegal mining.
      Hold political actors accountable: Ensure that politicians and traditional
leaders involved in galamsey are investigated and prosecuted.
      Community engagement: Encourage local communities to play a larger role in
resource management to prevent illegal mining on their lands.
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Conclusion

The galamsey crisis during Nana Akufo-Addo’s presidency underscores the deeply
entrenched relationships between political figures, traditional leaders, and business
elites that fuel illegal mining in Ghana. Despite government efforts to curb galamsey,
the problem remains largely unresolved due to corruption, political protection, and
economic pressures. To effectively combat galamsey, Ghana must focus on stronger
law enforcement, political accountability, and sustainable economic development for
affected communities.
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Notes

This article relies on data from Google Trends, investigative journalism, government
reports, and environmental studies to provide an in-depth analysis of key figures
involved in galamsey during Nana Akufo-Addo’s presidency.
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Highlights:
      Analysis of the top figures involved in galamsey (illegal mining) in Ghana from
2016 to 2024.
      Examination of key statistics outlining the economic, political, and environmental
impacts of illegal mining.
      Critical insights into the drivers of the galamsey crisis, including political and
traditional leadership complicity.
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Research Methodology:

This article is based on an extensive review of data from Google search trends, media
reports, investigative journalism, and government and environmental studies between
2016 and 2024. Key figures were identified based on frequency of mentions in search
results, news reports, and official investigations. The research draws on reports by
environmental protection agencies, civil society groups, and public commentary to
assess the impact of illegal mining during Nana Akufo-Addo’s presidency.
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Key Statistics and Facts:
     1.  $4.2 billion annual economic loss: Estimated loss to Ghana's economy due to
illegal mining activities from 2016 to 2024.
     2.  30% of Ghana’s water bodies polluted: Major rivers like the Pra and Birim
have been severely contaminated by illegal mining operations.
     3.  2.5 million hectares of forest cover lost: Significant deforestation caused by
illegal mining activities in regions like Ashanti, Western, and Eastern Ghana.
     4.  40% decline in cocoa production: Galamsey-induced land degradation has
sharply reduced cocoa output in farming areas.
     5.  Over 5,000 arrests: Related to galamsey during government crackdowns,
though few led to significant convictions.
     6.  $400 million in lost tax revenue annually: Unregulated and illegal mining
significantly reduces government tax collections.
     7.  25% of illegal mining operations: Controlled by foreign nationals,
predominantly from China, complicating enforcement.
     8.  10,000 jobs lost: In the legal mining sector due to the proliferation of illegal
mining.
     9.  80% of illegal mining operations: Have connections to local political figures
who protect operators in exchange for financial support.
     10.  70% increase in gold smuggling: As a result of galamsey operations,
contributing to major revenue losses for the government.
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Body of Article/Critical Analysis:

Introduction
Under the presidency of Nana Akufo-Addo (2016–2024), illegal mining, or galamsey,
continued to pose significant challenges to Ghana’s environmental sustainability,
economic stability, and political integrity. Despite government-led interventions such as
"Operation Vanguard" and "Operation Halt," the galamsey problem remained
widespread, largely driven by a network of political protection, traditional leader
involvement, and business elites exploiting weak law enforcement and regulatory
frameworks.

Leading Politicians Linked to Galamsey
     1.  Charles Bissue – Presidential staffer exposed in an undercover investigation
accepting bribes to facilitate galamsey operations.
     2.  Kwabena Okyere Darko-Mensah – Western Regional Minister, accused of
shielding illegal miners in his jurisdiction.
     3.  John Peter Amewu – Former Minister of Lands and Natural Resources, whose
tenure saw a controversial struggle to manage illegal mining.
     4.  Kennedy Agyapong – MP and businessman linked to mining activities in his
constituency.
     5.  Kojo Oppong Nkrumah – Minister of Information, criticized for the lack of
transparency in the government's anti-galamsey efforts.
     6.  Inusah Fuseini – Former NDC Minister, whose influence persisted, being
frequently linked to mining operations.
     7.  Otiko Afisa Djaba – Former Minister of Gender, Children, and Social Protection,
indirectly connected to mining ventures through family business interests.
     8.  Kojo Bonsu – Former mayor of Kumasi, whose name frequently appears in
reports regarding illegal mining in the Ashanti Region.
     9.  Dominic Nitiwul – Minister of Defence, responsible for overseeing military-led
anti-galamsey operations, which were accused of selective enforcement.
     10.  Nana Akufo-Addo – Though not directly implicated, the president's
administration faced heavy criticism for its ineffective handling of the galamsey crisis.

Traditional Leaders Complicit in Galamsey
     1.  Nana Kwaku Bonsam – Traditional healer and spiritual leader frequently
associated with illegal mining operations in the Ashanti Region.
     2.  Otumfuo Osei Tutu II – Asantehene, who despite public opposition to galamsey,
faced criticism for not doing enough to prevent illegal mining in his domain.
     3.  Togbe Afede XIV – Paramount Chief of the Volta Region, linked to disputes over
leasing lands for illegal mining activities.
     4.  Nana Wiafe Akenten III – Chief of Offinso, accused of leasing traditional lands
to illegal miners.
     5.  Nana Addo Dankwa III – Chief of Bekwai, connected to illegal mining operations
in his area.

Business Elites Linked to Galamsey
     1.  Ibrahim Mahama – Businessman and brother to former President John Mahama,
linked to large-scale mining interests.
     2.  Kwame Addo Kufuor – Mining magnate and former government official with
extensive concessions in the mining sector.
     3.  Alfred Woyome – Businessman accused of using political connections to protect
illegal mining operations.
     4.  Ernest Ofori Sarpong – Businessman linked to mining activities in the Eastern
Region.
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     5.  Kojo Annan – Son of former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, implicated in
financing mining ventures.

Current Top 10 Factors Impacting the Galamsey Crisis
     1.  Weak law enforcement: Lack of consistent enforcement allows illegal mining to
continue unchecked.
     2.  Corruption: Bribery among local authorities and political figures enables
galamsey operators to evade punishment.
     3.  Political protection: Politicians shield galamsey operators in exchange for
financial and political benefits.
     4.  Economic desperation: High unemployment and poverty levels drive many to
engage in illegal mining for survival.
     5.  Traditional leader complicity: Chiefs lease communal lands to illegal miners in
exchange for financial gains.
     6.  Global demand for gold: Rising international gold prices incentivize illegal
mining.
     7.  Foreign involvement: Many illegal mining operations are run by foreign
nationals, complicating enforcement efforts.
     8.  Public apathy: Limited public pressure on politicians and law enforcement to
tackle illegal mining.
     9.  Environmental degradation: Deforestation, water pollution, and land
destruction continue to worsen due to illegal mining.
     10.  Government inefficiency: Despite initiatives like "Operation Vanguard" and
"Operation Halt," illegal mining remains a persistent issue due to inconsistent
enforcement and corruption.
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Projections and Recommendations
     1.  Strengthen regulatory enforcement: Independent agencies with the
authority and resources to regulate and monitor mining activities should be established
to reduce political interference.
     2.  Increase transparency in mining permits: Ensure a more transparent system
for issuing mining licenses to prevent corruption and favoritism.
     3.  Create alternative livelihoods: Invest in rural development, agriculture, and
renewable energy to provide alternatives for those reliant on illegal mining for income.
     4.  Hold political and traditional actors accountable: Prosecute politicians,
traditional leaders, and business elites involved in illegal mining to deter future
complicity.
     5.  Community engagement: Empower local communities to take an active role in
preventing illegal mining and managing natural resources sustainably.
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Conclusion

The galamsey crisis under Nana Akufo-Addo’s presidency highlights the deep-rooted
political, traditional, and economic complicity that has allowed illegal mining to persist.
Despite government-led initiatives, illegal mining remains a critical issue due to
corruption, weak enforcement, and economic desperation. Tackling galamsey requires
a multi-faceted approach involving stronger law enforcement, political accountability,
and the creation of sustainable economic alternatives.
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Notes

This article was developed using data from Google search trends, investigative reports,
environmental studies, and government publications on illegal mining activities during
Nana Akufo-Addo’s presidency.
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