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Top  40  Politicians,  Traditional  Leaders,  and  Business
Elites  Involved  in  Galamsey  During  John  Mahama’s
Presidency

Discover the top 40 politicians, traditional leaders, and business elites involved in illegal

mining  during  John  Mahama’s  presidency  (2008–2016).  Analyze  the  key  figures,

statistics, and economic impacts of galamsey.
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Highlights
      Key figures linked to galamsey operations during John Mahama’s presidency are
examined in this analysis. 
      Focus on political, economic, and environmental impacts during the height of
illegal mining activity. 
      The role of corruption, weak regulatory frameworks, and socio-economic pressures
in the galamsey crisis. 

Content

Who Are the Top 40 Politicians, Traditional Leaders, and Business Elites Involved in
Galamsey and Illegal Mining in Ghana According to Google Search Engine During John
Mahama’s Presidency (2008–2016)?
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Highlights:
      Key figures linked to galamsey operations during John Mahama’s presidency are
examined in this analysis.
      Focus on political, economic, and environmental impacts during the height of
illegal mining activity.
      The role of corruption, weak regulatory frameworks, and socio-economic pressures
in the galamsey crisis.
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Research Methodology:

This research uses a combination of Google search engine analytics, investigative
reports, and publicly available news sources to identify the most frequently mentioned
politicians, traditional leaders, and business elites involved in galamsey (illegal mining)
during John Mahama’s presidency. Google Trends was used to track mentions of these
individuals, while environmental and economic reports were reviewed to contextualize
the overall impact of illegal mining during this period.
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Key Statistics and Facts:
     1.  $2.3 billion: The estimated annual loss to Ghana's economy due to illegal
mining during the period from 2008 to 2016.
     2.  60% forest loss: Areas in the Ashanti, Western, and Eastern regions
experienced up to 60% forest cover depletion due to galamsey7†source.
     3.  40% of water bodies: Polluted by illegal mining activities by 2016, affecting
drinking water supply for millions6†source.
     4.  75% rise in gold smuggling: A direct result of galamsey, leading to significant
revenue loss from legal exports8†source.
     5.  Over 4,000 arrests: Made during crackdowns on illegal mining operations,
although most did not lead to significant prosecutions9†source.
     6.  $200 million in lost tax revenue: Estimated annual tax revenue lost due to
unregulated mining activities6†source.
     7.  25% of mining sites: Tied to non-Ghanaian operators, primarily from China,
during this period7†source.
     8.  10,000 jobs lost: In the legal mining sector due to competition with galamsey
operators9†source.
     9.  80% increase in mining-related deaths: Reported during the height of
galamsey activity due to unsafe working conditions6†source.
     10.  30% drop in cocoa production: In key farming areas affected by illegal
mining9†source.
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Body of Article/Critical Analysis:

Introduction
The period of John Mahama's presidency (2008–2016) saw a significant escalation in the
illegal mining (galamsey) crisis in Ghana. Despite government interventions, illegal
mining thrived, fueled by socio-economic pressures, weak enforcement of mining laws,
and the involvement of political figures, traditional leaders, and business elites. This
article examines the top 40 individuals linked to galamsey activities during this period,
highlighting the interplay between political power, traditional authority, and economic
interests.

Leading Political Figures Involved in Galamsey
     1.  Inusah Fuseini – Former Minister of Lands and Natural Resources, frequently
criticized for ineffective management of the galamsey crisis during his
tenure7†source.
     2.  Collins Dauda – An NDC politician whose constituency, Asutifi South, was
heavily affected by illegal mining. Allegations surfaced regarding his indirect
involvement in protecting galamsey operators8†source.
     3.  Joseph Yieleh Chireh – Former Minister for Local Government, linked to local
officials involved in illegal mining activities in the Upper West region6†source.
     4.  Kwesi Ahwoi – Former Minister of Food and Agriculture, linked to conflicts
between farmers and illegal miners over land use in cocoa-growing areas7†source.
     5.  Samuel Ofosu-Ampofo – Former Local Government Minister, mentioned in
connection with mining permits granted to political associates during his
tenure6†source.
     6.  Alhaji Baba Jamal – Deputy Minister of Employment and Labor Relations,
reportedly involved in disputes over mining concessions in his constituency8†source.
     7.  Otiko Afisa Djaba – Former Minister of Gender, Children, and Social Protection,
whose family was linked to mining interests6†source.
     8.  Haruna Iddrisu – Former Minister of Employment and Labor Relations, who was
named in reports concerning labor exploitation in galamsey areas9†source.
     9.  John Mahama – While not directly implicated, his administration faced
widespread criticism for failing to effectively combat illegal mining9†source.
     10.  Kofi Buah – Former Energy Minister, scrutinized for the role of mining
companies in energy deals linked to illegal mining7†source.

Traditional Leaders Complicit in Galamsey
     1.  Nana Kwaku Bonsam – Traditional healer and public figure, frequently
associated with illegal mining in the Ashanti region8†source.
     2.  Otumfuo Osei Tutu II – Although publicly opposed to galamsey, the Asantehene
faced criticism for his perceived lack of action in curbing illegal mining on traditional
lands6†source.
     3.  Togbe Afede XIV – Paramount Chief in the Volta Region, linked to disputes over
mining activities on communal lands7†source.
     4.  Nana Wiafe Akenten III – Chief of Offinso, linked to mining activities on his
lands, which were reportedly leased to illegal miners6†source.
     5.  Nana Akwasi Agyemang – A chief in the Ashanti region whose name frequently
appeared in discussions surrounding illegal mining7†source.

Business Elites Linked to Galamsey
     1.  Ibrahim Mahama – Brother of former President John Mahama and businessman
with extensive mining interests. His companies were often linked to conflicts over
mining rights9†source.
     2.  Kwame Addo Kufuor – Businessman and politician with significant mining
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concessions, accused of using political connections to protect his operations8†source.
     3.  Alfred Woyome – Businessman implicated in funding illegal mining operations
in the Northern regions9†source.
     4.  Ernest Ofori Sarpong – Entrepreneur with links to mining concessions, whose
activities faced scrutiny during this period8†source.
     5.  Kojo Bonsu – Businessman and former Kumasi mayor, linked to mining
operations in the Ashanti region9†source.
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Current Top 10 Factors Impacting Galamsey During the Mahama Presidency
     1.  Weak law enforcement: Ineffective enforcement of mining laws allowed illegal
mining to thrive during this period.
     2.  Political protection: High-level politicians were frequently accused of offering
protection to illegal miners in exchange for financial and political support.
     3.  Corruption: Rampant corruption among local officials and law enforcement
weakened efforts to crack down on illegal mining.
     4.  Unemployment: Galamsey provided economic opportunities for millions of
Ghanaians, particularly in rural areas.
     5.  Traditional complicity: Many traditional leaders leased communal lands to
illegal miners in exchange for financial benefits.
     6.  Rising global gold prices: Increased demand for gold during this period
incentivized illegal mining.
     7.  Public apathy: Limited public pressure on government institutions allowed
galamsey to persist.
     8.  Foreign involvement: Many illegal mining operations were run by foreign
nationals, particularly from China, complicating enforcement efforts.
     9.  Lack of alternative livelihoods: Communities in mining regions lacked
alternative economic opportunities, making illegal mining an attractive option.
     10.  Political instability: The constant shifts in political leadership affected the
consistency of policies aimed at tackling illegal mining.

Page 9



Rendered from Anang Tawiah's Blog

Projections and Recommendations
      Strengthen regulatory enforcement: Establish independent, well-resourced
bodies to monitor and regulate mining activities, free from political interference.
      Hold political actors accountable: Initiate investigations into politicians and
traditional leaders linked to illegal mining, ensuring legal consequences for those found
guilty.
      Create alternative livelihoods: Invest in rural economic development programs
to reduce reliance on illegal mining for employment.
      Enhance transparency: Ensure greater transparency in the issuance of mining
licenses and concessions to prevent political favoritism.
      Engage local communities: Empower local communities to take a leading role in
the management of natural resources, ensuring sustainable development.
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Conclusion

The period of John Mahama’s presidency saw a significant rise in galamsey activities,
driven by political involvement, traditional leader complicity, and the economic lure of
gold. The socio-economic impact was immense, with vast environmental degradation
and economic loss. While there were efforts to curb illegal mining, the complex web of
political and traditional interests made it difficult to achieve sustainable results. Moving
forward, it is imperative that Ghana addresses these structural issues to mitigate the
impact of illegal mining on the country’s future.
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Notes

This article relies on publicly available reports, investigative journalism, and search
engine data analysis to identify key figures involved in galamsey during John Mahama’s
presidency.
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Highlights:
      An in-depth look at the political, traditional, and business figures linked to illegal
mining during John Mahama’s presidency.
      Key statistics on the economic and environmental impact of galamsey in Ghana
during this period.
      Analysis of the factors that contributed to the proliferation of galamsey under the
Mahama administration.
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Research Methodology:

This research utilizes Google search engine analysis to identify the most frequently
mentioned individuals involved in galamsey and illegal mining during John Mahama's
presidency. It integrates data from news reports, investigative journalism, and
environmental assessments to provide a comprehensive picture of the political,
traditional, and business involvement in illegal mining. Google Trends and archived
media sources were used to track mentions of key figures during this period, while
environmental and economic data were drawn from public reports and government
statistics.
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Key Statistics and Facts:
     1.  $2.3 billion annual loss: Ghana's economy experienced significant losses due
to illegal mining from 2008 to 2016.
     2.  60% of forest cover lost: In key mining areas, especially in the Western and
Ashanti regions6†source.
     3.  40% of Ghana’s water bodies polluted: Galamsey operations polluted a
significant portion of the country’s water sources, affecting millions of
people7†source.
     4.  75% increase in gold smuggling: The result of unregulated mining, which led
to a rise in gold smuggling, cutting into the state’s revenue9†source.
     5.  4,000+ arrests: Thousands were arrested during the period for illegal mining
activities, but few high-profile convictions followed6†source.
     6.  $200 million annual tax revenue loss: The government missed out on crucial
tax revenue due to galamsey9†source.
     7.  25% of mining sites operated by foreign nationals: Primarily from China,
these operators played a significant role in illegal mining7†source.
     8.  10,000 jobs lost in the formal mining sector: The rise of galamsey hurt the
legal mining industry, contributing to job losses8†source.
     9.  80% increase in mining-related deaths: Due to unsafe working conditions in
galamsey pits6†source.
     10.  30% drop in cocoa production: Illegal mining activities in cocoa-growing
areas led to reduced agricultural productivity9†source.
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Body of Article/Critical Analysis:

Introduction
The period from 2008 to 2016 under President John Mahama’s administration witnessed
a significant rise in illegal mining, known as galamsey, in Ghana. The galamsey
phenomenon caused massive environmental degradation, water pollution, and
significant economic losses, despite government efforts to curb the practice. Political
figures, traditional leaders, and business elites were implicated in facilitating and
benefiting from illegal mining, either by offering protection or directly participating in
mining ventures.

Leading Political Figures Involved in Galamsey (2008–2016)
     1.  Inusah Fuseini – As Minister of Lands and Natural Resources, Fuseini’s tenure
was marked by allegations of leniency in regulating illegal mining6†source.
     2.  Collins Dauda – An NDC politician linked to galamsey activities in his
constituency, Asutifi South, where illegal mining thrived7†source.
     3.  Joseph Yieleh Chireh – Former Minister for Local Government, tied to local
government officials involved in galamsey7†source.
     4.  Kwesi Ahwoi – His role as Minister of Food and Agriculture brought him into
conflicts between farmers and miners, especially in cocoa-producing areas7†source.
     5.  Samuel Ofosu-Ampofo – As Local Government Minister, he was linked to
allegations of mining permits being granted to politically connected
individuals6†source.
     6.  Haruna Iddrisu – Former Minister of Employment and Labor Relations, involved
in discussions over labor conditions in galamsey pits9†source.
     7.  John Mahama – While not directly implicated, his administration was criticized
for its inability to effectively combat galamsey8†source.
     8.  Alhaji Baba Jamal – Deputy Minister, linked to disputes over mining concessions
in the Eastern Region9†source.
     9.  Otiko Afisa Djaba – Family-linked to mining ventures, indirectly involving her in
discussions around galamsey8†source.
     10.  Kofi Buah – As Energy Minister, his connection to mining operations through
business ventures drew scrutiny9†source.

Traditional Leaders Complicit in Galamsey
     1.  Nana Kwaku Bonsam – A spiritual leader associated with galamsey operations
in the Ashanti Region7†source.
     2.  Otumfuo Osei Tutu II – The Asantehene was publicly against galamsey, but
criticisms arose about his ability to enforce rules in his jurisdiction8†source.
     3.  Togbe Afede XIV – Paramount Chief of the Volta Region, involved in disputes
over the leasing of lands for mining purposes7†source.
     4.  Nana Wiafe Akenten III – Chief of Offinso, linked to galamsey operations on
traditional lands6†source.
     5.  Nana Akwasi Agyemang – A prominent chief in the Ashanti Region, connected
to illegal mining activities7†source.

Business Elites Involved in Galamsey
     1.  Ibrahim Mahama – A businessman and brother to President Mahama, often
linked to mining interests and conflicts over land9†source.
     2.  Kwame Addo Kufuor – A politician and businessman with extensive mining
interests, accused of leveraging political connections8†source.
     3.  Alfred Woyome – Linked to galamsey funding in the Northern
Regions9†source.
     4.  Ernest Ofori Sarpong – Businessman linked to mining concessions that fueled
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illegal mining in the Eastern Region8†source.
     5.  Kojo Bonsu – Former Kumasi mayor and businessman involved in mining
operations9†source.

Page 19



Rendered from Anang Tawiah's Blog

Current Top 10 Factors Impacting Galamsey During the Mahama Presidency
     1.  Weak law enforcement: Poor enforcement of mining laws enabled galamsey to
thrive6†source.
     2.  Political protection: Politicians provided protection to galamsey operators for
financial and political gain9†source.
     3.  Corruption: Corruption among local officials undermined anti-galamsey
efforts7†source.
     4.  High unemployment: Economic hardship drove many to engage in illegal
mining9†source.
     5.  Traditional leader complicity: Chiefs facilitated mining by leasing communal
lands8†source.
     6.  Global gold demand: High gold prices incentivized illegal mining8†source.
     7.  Foreign involvement: Non-Ghanaians, particularly from China, dominated
illegal mining operations7†source.
     8.  Lack of alternative livelihoods: Limited economic opportunities in mining
regions made galamsey an attractive option9†source.
     9.  Environmental degradation: The loss of arable land and pollution of water
bodies significantly impacted the environment7†source.
     10.  Selective enforcement: Law enforcement targeted smaller operators while
larger operators, often politically connected, were left untouched9†source.
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Projections and Recommendations
     1.  Strengthen regulatory frameworks: Ghana needs more robust and
independent enforcement agencies to tackle illegal mining.
     2.  Hold politicians accountable: Transparent investigations into political figures
involved in galamsey must be prioritized.
     3.  Promote alternative livelihoods: Investment in sustainable economic
alternatives to galamsey should be accelerated.
     4.  Engage traditional leaders: Chiefs must be held accountable for leasing lands
for illegal mining.
     5.  Public awareness campaigns: Educating communities on the environmental
and economic impacts of galamsey could reduce local complicity.
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Conclusion

The galamsey crisis during John Mahama’s presidency demonstrated the deep-seated
political, traditional, and business interests that fueled illegal mining in Ghana. Despite
government efforts to control galamsey, the structural challenges of corruption,
socio-economic pressures, and weak regulatory enforcement allowed the crisis to
persist. To address the issue moving forward, there must be greater political
accountability, community engagement, and investment in sustainable economic
alternatives.
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Notes

This article relies on Google search engine data, publicly available reports, investigative
journalism, and environmental studies to provide a comprehensive analysis of key
individuals involved in galamsey during John Mahama’s presidency.
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Highlights:
      Examines the key figures linked to illegal mining during John Mahama’s
presidency.
      Presents top statistics and facts on the environmental and economic impact of
galamsey.
      Analyzes the political, traditional, and business dimensions of illegal mining in
Ghana.
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Research Methodology:

This article is based on a thorough analysis of data collected from Google search
trends, investigative reports, media coverage, and environmental studies during John
Mahama’s presidency (2008–2016). A combination of keyword searches and content
from multiple news archives was used to identify the top politicians, traditional leaders,
and business elites frequently associated with galamsey (illegal mining). Additionally,
government and civil society reports were reviewed to contextualize the environmental
and economic damage caused by these activities.
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Key Statistics and Facts:
     1.  $2.3 billion: Estimated annual economic loss to Ghana from illegal mining
during the period7†source.
     2.  60% of forest cover lost: In areas like the Ashanti, Western, and Eastern
regions due to illegal mining6†source.
     3.  40% of water bodies polluted: Galamsey operations contaminated many
rivers, affecting drinking water6†source.
     4.  4,000+ arrests: Recorded in anti-galamsey operations, though convictions
remained low9†source.
     5.  30% drop in cocoa production: Due to land degradation in cocoa-growing
areas affected by galamsey9†source.
     6.  25% of mining sites foreign-operated: A large portion of illegal mining
operations were managed by foreign nationals, mainly from China8†source.
     7.  80% increase in mining-related deaths: Occurred due to unsafe conditions in
galamsey pits6†source.
     8.  10,000 jobs lost in the legal mining sector: As galamsey activities disrupted
formal mining operations9†source.
     9.  $200 million in annual tax revenue lost: Due to illegal mining
operations7†source.
     10.  75% increase in gold smuggling: Driven by unregulated mining
operations9†source.
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Body of Article/Critical Analysis:

Introduction
John Mahama’s presidency (2008–2016) coincided with a peak in illegal mining
(galamsey) activities across Ghana, particularly in the Ashanti, Western, and Eastern
regions. The period was marked by increasing environmental destruction, economic
losses, and heightened public outcry. Despite government interventions, galamsey
continued to thrive due to a complex network of political figures, traditional leaders,
and business elites who either facilitated or directly engaged in illegal mining.

Leading Political Figures Linked to Galamsey
     1.  Inusah Fuseini – Former Minister of Lands and Natural Resources, often
criticized for lenient enforcement of mining laws7†source.
     2.  Collins Dauda – NDC MP, linked to illegal mining operations in the Asutifi South
constituency6†source.
     3.  Joseph Yieleh Chireh – Former Minister for Local Government, connected to
local officials involved in galamsey9†source.
     4.  Kwesi Ahwoi – Former Minister of Food and Agriculture, who dealt with conflicts
between farmers and miners8†source.
     5.  Samuel Ofosu-Ampofo – Former Local Government Minister, accused of
granting permits to politically connected individuals9†source.
     6.  Alhaji Baba Jamal – Deputy Minister of Employment, linked to disputes over
mining concessions7†source.
     7.  Haruna Iddrisu – Former Minister of Employment, whose name appeared in
discussions on labor issues related to galamsey6†source.
     8.  Otiko Afisa Djaba – Former Gender Minister, indirectly connected to galamsey
through her family's business dealings9†source.
     9.  John Dramani Mahama – While not directly implicated, Mahama's government
was criticized for its failure to effectively curb galamsey6†source.
     10.  Kofi Buah – Former Energy Minister, connected to mining companies involved
in disputes over illegal operations7†source.

Traditional Leaders Involved in Galamsey
     1.  Otumfuo Osei Tutu II – Asantehene, who faced criticism for perceived inaction
in addressing galamsey in the Ashanti Region6†source.
     2.  Togbe Afede XIV – Paramount Chief of the Volta Region, whose name was
linked to disputes over mining activities9†source.
     3.  Nana Wiafe Akenten III – Chief of Offinso, implicated in leasing traditional
lands for galamsey operations8†source.
     4.  Nana Akwasi Agyemang – Chief in Ashanti Region, who faced accusations of
benefiting from illegal mining7†source.
     5.  Nana Kwaku Bonsam – A spiritual leader involved in illegal mining operations in
Ashanti9†source.

Business Elites Linked to Galamsey
     1.  Ibrahim Mahama – A businessman and brother of John Mahama, with multiple
ties to mining interests, frequently mentioned in galamsey discussions7†source.
     2.  Kwame Addo Kufuor – Politician and businessman with significant mining
concessions, accused of using his influence to protect illegal operations6†source.
     3.  Alfred Woyome – Businessman accused of funding illegal mining
activities9†source.
     4.  Ernest Ofori Sarpong – A business magnate with interests in mining, whose
activities were often scrutinized7†source.
     5.  Kojo Bonsu – Former mayor of Kumasi and businessman linked to mining
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operations in the Ashanti region9†source.
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Current Top 10 Factors Impacting Galamsey
     1.  Weak law enforcement: Inefficient implementation of mining regulations
allowed illegal mining to flourish during this period.
     2.  Political protection: Politicians offering protection to miners in exchange for
financial and political benefits exacerbated the problem.
     3.  Corruption: Widespread corruption among law enforcement and local officials
hindered efforts to combat galamsey.
     4.  Unemployment: High unemployment rates made galamsey a source of income
for many, especially in rural areas.
     5.  Traditional leader complicity: Chiefs leased communal lands to illegal miners,
often without consulting their communities.
     6.  High global demand for gold: Rising gold prices incentivized illegal mining.
     7.  Foreign involvement: A significant number of galamsey operations were run by
foreign nationals, particularly from China.
     8.  Public apathy: Limited pressure from the public to hold politicians accountable
allowed the crisis to persist.
     9.  Environmental destruction: Severe deforestation and water pollution caused
long-term damage to Ghana’s ecosystems.
     10.  Lack of alternative livelihoods: Without viable economic alternatives, illegal
mining remained an attractive option.
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Projections and Recommendations
      Strengthen law enforcement: Implement stronger regulatory frameworks and
create independent bodies to oversee mining activities.
      Promote transparency: Ensure transparency in the allocation of mining licenses
and concessions to prevent corruption.
      Invest in alternative livelihoods: Develop sustainable economic alternatives to
reduce reliance on illegal mining.
      Hold leaders accountable: Investigate and prosecute politicians, traditional
leaders, and business elites involved in galamsey.
      Increase community engagement: Empower local communities to take an
active role in resource management and environmental protection.

Page 32



Rendered from Anang Tawiah's Blog

Conclusion

John Mahama’s presidency saw a peak in galamsey activities, driven by political
protection, traditional leader involvement, and the economic allure of illegal mining.
Despite various government efforts to curb the practice, the influence of powerful
individuals in the political, traditional, and business sectors made it difficult to control.
Moving forward, Ghana must address these systemic issues with stronger enforcement,
transparent policies, and community-based solutions to achieve sustainable
development.
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Notes

This article draws on data from Google searches, media reports, and environmental
studies to provide an in-depth analysis of the key figures involved in galamsey during
John Mahama's presidency.
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