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Book review by Anang Tawiah: Comprehensive Summary
and Review of Exploratory Multivariate Analysis by

Example Using R

Explore a detailed summary of Exploratory Multivariate Analysis by Example Using R.
Chapter breakdowns, key themes, and practical takeaways on multivariate analysis
techniques like PCA, CA, and hierarchical clustering, with insights into real-world

applications in business, public
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Chapter 1: Principal Component Analysis (PCA)
Chapter 2: Correspondence Analysis (CA)
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Chapter Summary and Thematic Overview

Introduction: The Role of Multivariate Analysis in Data Science

Main Idea: The introduction sets the stage by explaining the increasing
importance of multivariate analysis in modern data science. The authors emphasize
that exploratory methods allow data scientists to uncover hidden structures in complex
datasets. They introduce R as the chosen tool due to its robust statistical packages and
versatility.

Excerpts/Extracts:

“Multivariate analysis deals with datasets where multiple variables interact. The
challenge lies in understanding these interactions to extract meaningful patterns.” (p.
3)

“R offers a flexible, powerful environment for exploratory multivariate analysis,
giving the analyst the ability to dive deep into the relationships between variables.” (p.
6)

Theme: Multivariate analysis is essential for interpreting complex data, and R
provides an effective platform for performing these analyses in various fields.
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Chapter 1: Principal Component Analysis (PCA)

Main Idea: This chapter focuses on PCA, a widely used method for reducing the
dimensionality of data while preserving as much variance as possible. PCA transforms
the data into a set of uncorrelated variables called principal components.

Excerpts/Extracts:

“PCA is ideal for simplifying high-dimensional datasets, helping to identify
underlying patterns and reducing noise.” (p. 19)

“By plotting the first two principal components, we can often visualize the
structure of the data in a way that was not apparent from the original variables.” (p. 23)

Key Concepts:
Concept Description

Measure the amount of variance carried by
each principal component

The correlation between the original
variables and the principal components

A plot of the eigenvalues to decide how
many components to retain

Eigenvalues
Loadings

Scree Plot

Theme: PCA is a powerful tool for reducing the dimensionality of data, enabling simpler
visualizations and interpretations of complex datasets.
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Chapter 2: Correspondence Analysis (CA)

Main Idea: CA is introduced as a technique specifically suited for categorical data. The
authors explain how CA decomposes contingency tables, allowing analysts to
understand relationships between categorical variables.

Excerpts/Extracts:

“Correspondence analysis helps uncover associations between categorical
variables by providing a spatial representation of their relationships.” (p. 37)

“The graphical output of CA is one of its strengths, offering intuitive
interpretations of associations within contingency tables.” (p. 42)

Key Concepts:
Concept Description

A measure of association between
categorical variables

A plot displaying both row and column
categories in a two-dimensional space

The proportion of the total variance
explained by the principal dimensions

Chi-Square Distance
Biplot

Inertia

Theme: CA is invaluable for categorical data, offering a way to visualize relationships
and uncover patterns in contingency tables.
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Chapter 3: Multiple Correspondence Analysis (MCA)

Main Idea: MCA extends CA to handle datasets with more than two categorical
variables. The authors explain how MCA helps identify clusters and associations among
multiple categorical variables, providing a clearer understanding of complex datasets.

Excerpts/Extracts:

“MCA generalizes correspondence analysis, enabling us to explore the structure
of datasets with several categorical variables.” (p. 60)

“The principal dimensions produced by MCA allow us to visualize associations
that are not immediately evident from raw data.” (p. 65)

Key Concepts:
Concept

Description

Factor Scores

Clusters

Interpretation Space

Numerical representations of how each
observation relates to the principal
dimensions
Groupings of similar categories or
observations based on the principal
components
The two-dimensional space where
categories are plotted to \visualize
associations

Theme: MCA is a crucial extension for analyzing datasets with multiple categorical
variables, offering deep insights into the structure of complex, multidimensional

datasets.
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Chapter 4: Hierarchical Clustering

Main Ildea: Hierarchical clustering methods are explored in this chapter, particularly
agglomerative methods, which build clusters from the bottom up. The chapter provides
guidance on visualizing hierarchical relationships between data points using
dendrograms.

Excerpts/Extracts:

“Hierarchical clustering allows us to uncover nested structures in the data,
forming clusters at multiple levels of granularity.” (p. 82)

“Dendrograms provide a visual representation of the hierarchy, helping us to
understand the relationships between clusters.” (p. 87)

Key Concepts:
Concept Description

A tree-like diagram that shows the
arrangement of clusters
A method of clustering where each
Agglomerative Clustering observation starts as its own cluster, and
clusters are merged iteratively
Methods for calculating the distance
Linkage Methods between clusters (e.g., single linkage,
complete linkage)

Dendrogram

Theme: Hierarchical clustering provides a flexible method for uncovering nested
relationships in the data, and dendrograms offer an intuitive way to visualize these
hierarchies.
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Chapter 5: Combining PCA with Clustering

Main Idea: This chapter explores how PCA can be combined with clustering techniques
to analyze data. By reducing the dimensionality of the data first with PCA, the clustering
process becomes more efficient and interpretable.

Excerpts/Extracts:

“Combining PCA with clustering helps simplify the structure of high-dimensional
datasets, making it easier to identify meaningful clusters.” (p. 110)

“This approach allows us to uncover both the major patterns in the data
through PCA and the finer subgroupings through clustering.” (p. 112)

Key Concepts:

Concept Description
Using PCA to reduce the number of
PCA for Dimensionality Reduction variables  before applying clustering
methods

Visualizing clusters after dimensionality

Cluster Visualization reduction to better interpret results

Theme: The combination of PCA and clustering is a powerful approach for analyzing
complex datasets, allowing for both dimensionality reduction and pattern recognition.
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Historical, Economic, and Sociopolitical Analysis

Historical Impact: Multivariate analysis has its roots in early 20th-century
statistics and has evolved significantly with advances in computational tools like R. The
book traces the development of key methods like PCA and CA, which have been
foundational in fields ranging from genetics to marketing research.

Economic Impact: In the modern business world, exploratory multivariate
analysis is vital for decision-making, market research, and consumer behavior analysis.
Techniques like PCA and clustering are widely used in financial modeling, customer
segmentation, and product development.

Sociopolitical Impact: Multivariate analysis also plays a crucial role in social
sciences and public policy, helping governments and organizations analyze complex
datasets on public health, education, and demographic trends. These methods can
reveal hidden relationships that inform policy interventions and resource allocation.
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Connections to Contemporary Global Issues

Big Data and Machine Learning: With the rise of big data, multivariate analysis
has become increasingly important for reducing dimensionality and finding patterns in
vast datasets. PCA and clustering techniques are central to many machine learning
algorithms.

Public Health and Epidemiology: Multivariate analysis is widely used in
epidemiology, where it helps to identify risk factors, correlations, and clusters of
diseases. During the COVID-19 pandemic, these methods were used to analyze
transmission patterns and the effectiveness of interventions.

Environmental Sustainability: Multivariate techniques are applied in
environmental science to analyze complex interactions between variables like
temperature, pollution, and biodiversity. These methods help researchers understand
climate change dynamics and inform sustainable policies.
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Implementable Takeaways

Use PCA to Simplify Complex Datasets: When faced with high-dimensional
data, apply PCA to reduce complexity while retaining the most important information.
This helps in creating more interpretable visualizations and models.

Leverage CA for Categorical Data: When working with categorical variables,
especially in contingency tables, use CA to explore associations between categories and
visualize these relationships.

Combine PCA with Clustering for Advanced Insights: In situations where you
need to identify groupings in complex data, combine PCA with clustering methods to
reduce dimensionality and enhance the interpretability of clusters.

Visualize Hierarchical Relationships with Dendrograms: When performing
hierarchical clustering, use dendrograms to visualize the nested relationships between
clusters and guide your interpretation.
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Topics for Further Exploration

1. Advanced PCA Techniques: Investigate techniques like kernel PCA for
nonlinear datasets and its applications in machine learning.

2. Multidimensional Scaling: Explore how this method compares to PCA for
visualizing distance or dissimilarity between data points.

3. CA in Marketing Analytics: Study how correspondence analysis can be used to
segment customers based on preferences or behaviors in marketing.

4. Cluster Validity Measures: Examine methods for assessing the quality of
clusters, such as the silhouette coefficient or Davies-Bouldin index.

5. Applications of MCA in Social Sciences: Delve into how MCA can be applied
in s_ocbilopolitical research to analyze complex survey data with multiple categorical
variables.
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